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about the pies. I will go myself/' She went to Golden Lotus's
room.
"Where is Grandmother?" she said. "They want you to gd
and have tea with them."
"I sent her away this morning/' Golden Lotus said.
"Why did you send her away without telling anybody?"
Flute of Jade said.
"Why should she stay any longer? She seems to have made
herself a nuisance.",
"But I have a piece of dried meat and four preserved melons
for her. I never dreamed she would go. You keep them for
her." The maid gave the food to Golden Lotus, who put it
in a drawer.
"Last night, when you had gone away," Flute of Jade said, '
"the Great I^ady told Father you were the one who governed
this household, and that you and he wore the same pair^of
trousers. She said you were a shameless thing, monopolising
him as you did, so that he was afraid to go to the inner court*
She persuaded him to go and sleep in tfre Third Lady's room.
Then she told Aunt Wu and the nuns that you spoilt Plum
Blossom so much that she even dared to insult Miss Shen.
Father is going to send a tael of silver to Miss ShSn to make
things all right."
Flute of Jade went back to the Moon Lady and said that the
Fifth Lady was coming, but that her mother had gone home.
The Moon Lady looked at Aunt Wu, "You see! I said
something to her yesterday, and now she flies into a temper
and sends her mother away without a word to me. She must
be up to something, but what form the storm will take I can't
think."
The Moon Lady did not know it, but Golden Lotus was
already in the room on the other side of the lattice. She came
in suddenly.
"Great Sister," she said, "I have sent my mother home.
Did you say that I monopolise our husband? I wish to know."
"Yes, I did say so," the Moon Lady said. "What about
it? Ever since he came back from the Eastern Capital, he has
spent all his time in your room. He never comes near the inner
court. Do you flatter yourself that you are his only wife, and
the rest of us nothing? Whether the others realise what you

